[Effect of ketoconazole on the activity of key enzymes of biosynthesis of cholesterol and its esters in the liver of rats maintained on a cholesterol-enriched diet].
Ketoconazole in vivo has been studied for its effect on the activity of key enzymes of the cholesterol and its esters' biosynthesis in the liver and on the cholesterol concentration in certain fractions of blood lipoproteins in normal and cholesterol-fed rats. It is established that ketoconazole decreases cholesterol concentration in low-density lipoproteins and in very low-density lipoproteins as well as decrease the acyl-CoA-cholesterol acyl-transferase activity and increases the 3-hydroxy-3-methyl-glutaryl-CoA-reductase activity in the liver microsomes of intact and test animals. It is supposed that the possible cause of the observed changes can be a disturbance in regulation of basic links of cholesterol metabolism in the liver.